
Spaulding High School 2011-2012 Parent & Student Handbook    Page  
 

 
INDEX 

 
 Academic Honesty .................................................................................15 
 Academic Honors & Awards..................... ............................................18 
 Academic Course Load..........................................................................15 
 Age of Majority........................................................................................5 
 Alcohol & Drug Abuse..................... .......................................................8 
 Athletic Rules & Regulations.................................................................29 
 Attendance Procedures........................... ................................................26 
 Auditing Courses....................................................................................15 
 Bell Schedules........................................................................................39 
 Bullying..................................................................................................24 
 Calendar .................................................................................................40 
 Closing/Delayed Opening.................... ................................................. 12 
 Co-curricular Activities..........................................................................28 
 Computer Network.................................................................................11 
 Controversial & Sensitive Issues............................................................15 
 Course Changes......................................................................................15  
 Courses Taken Outside of SHS..............................................................16 
 Detention................................................................................................22 
 Discipline Procedures.............................................................................22 
 Due Process............................................................................................24 
 Educational Environment .......................................................................10 
 Eligibility for Co-curricular Participation................... ...........................30 
 Exams (Mid-Terms, Finals)................................ ...................................17 
 Faculty & Administration.......................................................................  2 
 Field Trips................................ ..............................................................18 
 Fire Drills... ............................................................................................13 
 Graduation Requirements.......................................................................16 
 Harassment Policy..................................................................................  4 
 Hazing Policy .......................................................................................... 6 
 Health Services.......................................................................................20 
 In-School Support ..................................................................................22 
 Lockers...................................................................................................13 
 Lunch......................................................................................................13 
 Marking System............................ .........................................................17  
 Mission Statement ........................................................Inside Front Cover 
 Non-Discrimination Policy. .....................................................................4 
 Phone Directory.......................................................................Back Cover 
 Progress Reports.....................................................................................17 
 Promotion Guidelines.............................................................................16 
 Property (School & Personal) ................................................................13 
 Report Cards...........................................................................................17 
 School Day ............................................................................................ 12 
 Search & Seizure....................................................................................24 
 Students in Crisis/Child Abuse ..............................................................10 
 Student Vehicles.....................................................................................13 
 Suspension..............................................................................................22 
 Teacher Credentials................................................................................18 
 Vistors to School ....................................................................................13 



Spaulding High School 2011-2012 Parent & Student Handbook    Page  
 

 

Spaulding High School 
155 Ayers Street  -  Barre, Vermont  05641 

Phone (802) 476-4811  -  FAX (802) 479-4535 
Website Address:  www.shsbtc.org 

 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

 

Thomas Sedore Ext.  1112 Principal 
Christopher Hennessey 1115 Assistant Principal 
Brenda Waterhouse 1190 Assistant Principal 

 
 

DEPARTMENT CHAIRS 
 

David Buzzi 1144 Unified Departments - World Languages, Library, ELL 
Jessica Carpenter 1197 Unified Depts. Art, Music, FAC & Tech Ed  
Erin Carter 1192 Mathematics  
Larry Davignon 1191 Science 
Gerald Desmarais 1188 History & Social Sciences 
Daniel Hershel 1193 English 
Patrick Merriam 1168 Director of Athletics & Activities 
Alan Moore 479-6910 Director of Phoenix & Granite Academy Programs 
David Nicholson 1124 Director of Guidance Services & Physical Educ. 
Sharon Renault 1146 Learning Services 
 
 
 

FACULTY 
 

ACT Program 
David McBean 477-5057 
 
Athletic Trainer 
Maria DelliVeneri 1185 
 
Business Education 
TBA 2122 
 
Driver Education 
Alan Wilmott 2014 
 
English  
Susan Brennan 2216 
Stefanie Ayers Cravedi 2220 
Colleen Ovelman 2212 
Marie Ritzo 2214  
Angella Saldi 2202 
Katie Sedore 2210 
Alicia Tosi 2209 
Mya Vallerand 2218 
Elizabeth Wigren 2222 

 
English Language Learners (ELL) 
Olga Benoit 1120 
Sky Norton 2120 
 
Family & Consumer Sciences 
Nancy Lynn 2006 
 
Fine & Performing Arts 
Deni-Marie Bond - Music 2015 
Robert Booth - Music 1154 
Brendan Eaton - Art 1230 
Mary Reardon - Art 1184 
 
Guidance 
Susan Chickering 1117 
Emily Graham 1126 
Margaret (Peggy) Portelance 1136  
Doriann Prescott 1127 
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History & Social Sciences 
Shaun Driscoll - JROTC 2004  
Jody Emerson 2213 
Michelle LaFrancis 2215  
John Lewis 2221  
Donald Singer - JROTC 1202  
Christine Smith 2217  
Michael Stuart 5213 
Thomas Treece 2211  
Michael Whalen 2219 
 
Learning Services 
Amy Accles 1198  
Seth Cohen 1164 
Stephen Kelley 1186 
Yoko Kishishita 1255 
Jessica Kulis Ð Speech & Lang. 1210 
Rebecca Mackin 1158 
Jennifer Olson 1142 
Lindsay Peterson Ð Speech & Lang.1211 
Julie Roughgarten 1178 
Judith Watt 1159   
 
Library Media Services 
Genevieve Knight 1153 
 
Mathematics 
Tara Akstull 2104  
Kathleen Bailey 2102  
Kevin Beard 2200  
Philip Briere 2105 
Elisha Coleman 2106 
Ryan Dunlea 5104 
Mary Gaudreault 2103 
Christopher Liff 2101 
Chris Moran 2108 

 
Nurse 
Katherin Gardner 1183 
Lola Noyes, RN 1151 
 
Phoenix Program 
Bradley Bessette 479-6910 
 
Physical Education 
Bradley (Jack) Revoir 2097 
William (Bill) Young 5060 
 
Science 
Colin Crawford-Stempel 2117 
Kenneth Fritjofson 2114 
Bryan Hirschman 2116  
Dave Lamarre 2110  
Douglas LaPoint 2115  
Shannon Lessley 2111 
Thomas McSweeney 2112 
 
Student Support 
Jim Higgins 2011 
Carl Hinsman - AMP 2208 
John Mott ÐResource Officer 1199 
Ralph Turner - AMP 5208 
 
Technology Education 
Gary Santin 2018 
 
World Languages 
Karine Marineau                2203 
Myrna Miranda-O'Neill 2204 
Barbara Strong 2201 
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GENERAL  RULES  &  EXPECTATIONS 
 
All students are responsible for knowing and abiding by the regulations in this handbook which has been 
approved by the Spaulding Union High School District #61 Board of School Commissioners. The contents of 
this handbook will be revised or modified periodically, either by action of the Board of School Commissioners 
or by changes adopted by the administration. 
 
The administration of Spaulding High School, the Barre Supervisory District, and the Spaulding Union High 
School District Board of School Commissioners reserve the right to make individual decisions for unique 
situations which are not explicitly covered in this handbook. 
 
Parents have the right to access their childÕs teachersÕ credentials and experience. 
 

 
AGE OF MAJORITY 

All students who reach the age of majority (18 years old) while still enrolled at Spaulding High School  are 
subject to all the policies and regulations of the school.  We encourage students and parents to sign the Age of 
Majority notification which is available in the guidance office.  The completed form should be returned to the 
guidance office. 
 
 

NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY 
In accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights of 1964, Title IX of the Higher Education Act of 1972, and the 
rules and regulations promulgated by the Secretary of Health and Human Services, it is the policy of the Barre 
Supervisory Union School District #61 that no person shall be excluded from participation in any educational 
program or activity at the school upon the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, marital status, sexual 
orientation, gender, age, creed or faith. 
 
If you want more information, or if you believe that you have been subject to unlawful discrimination as 
described above, contact an administrator at 476-4811. 
 
For any concerns regarding Title IX and 504 Coordination please contact the schoolÕs Title IX and 504 
Coordinator:  Tom Sedore, Principal, 155 Ayers Street, Barre, VT  05641 - Telephone (802) 476-4811 ext. 
1134. 
 
Inquiries regarding the application of nondiscrimination policies or pursuit of claims of unlawful discrimination 
or harassment may also be referred to the Vermont Human Rights Commission, 133 State Street, Montpelier 
VT 05633-0001, or the Regional Director for Compliance, US Department of Education, McCormack Building, 
Room 222, Post Office Square, Boston MA 02109-4557. 
 
 

POLICY ON PREVENTION OF HARASSMENT OF STUDENTS 
I. Purpose 
Our school is committed to providing a safe and supportive school environment in which all students are treated 
with respect. The policy on prevention of harassment applies to incident(s) and/or conduct that occurs on school 
property, on a school bus or at a school-sponsored activity, or misconduct not on school property, on a school 
bus or at a school-sponsored activity where direct harm to the welfare of the school can be demonstrated. 
 
The purpose of this policy is to prevent harassment as defined in 16 V.S.A. 11(a)(26) and amended by Act 91 of 
2004, and to ensure that the schoolÕs responses to allegations of harassment comply with 16 V.S.A. 565 as 
amended by Act 91 of 2004, Title VI and IX of the Civil Rights Act. It is the further purpose of this policy, 
when it is found that harassment has occurred, to ensure that prompt and appropriate remedial action, 
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reasonably calculated to stop harassment, is taken by school employees. 
 
It is the intent of the school to apply and enforce this policy in a manner that is consistent with and protects 
studentsÕ rights to free expression under the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. The school represents 
and promotes the rights of students and others to speak freely and to express their ideas, including ideas that 
may offend the sensibilities of others. However, the school does not condone and shall take action in response 
to behavior that interferes with the learning of students and is not otherwise protected expression. 
 
II. Definitions 
A. Harassment 
(1) ÒHarassmentÓ means an incident or incidents of verbal, written, visual, or physical conduct based on or 
motivated by a studentÕs or a studentÕs family memberÕs actual or perceived race, creed, color, national origin, 
marital status, sex, sexual orientation, or disability that has the purpose or effect of objectively and substantially 
undermining and detracting from or interfering with a studentÕs educational performance or educational access 
to school resources or creating an objectively intimidating, hostile, or offensive environment. 
 
(2) Harassment includes conduct which violates subsection (1) of this definition and constitutes one or more of 
the following: 
 

(a) Sexual harassment, which means conduct that includes unwelcome sexual advances, requests for 
sexual favors and other verbal, written, visual, or physical conduct of a sexual nature when one or both 
of the following occur: 

(i) Submission to that conduct is made either explicitly or implicitly a term or condition of a 
studentÕs education. 
(ii) Submission to or rejection of such conduct by a student is used as a component of the basis 
for decisions affecting that student. 

 
(b) Racial harassment, which means conduct directed at the characteristics of a studentÕs or a studentÕs 
family memberÕs actual or perceived race or color, and includes the use of epithets, stereotypes, racial 
slurs, comments, insults, derogatory remarks, gestures, threats, graffiti, display, or circulation of written 
or visual material, and taunts on manner of speech and negative references to racial customs. 
 
(c) Harassment of members of other protected categories, which means conduct directed at the 
characteristics of a studentÕs or a studentÕs family memberÕs actual or perceived creed, national origin, 
marital status, sex, sexual orientation, or disability and includes the use of epithets, stereotypes, slurs, 
comments, insults, derogatory remarks, gestures, threats, graffiti, display, or circulation of written or 
visual material, taunts on manner of speech, and negative references to customs related to any of these 
protected categories. 

 
III. Reporting of Student Harassment Complaints 
A. A student who believes that s/he has been harassed, or witnesses conduct that s/he believes might constitute 
harassment, should report the conduct to a school principal or assistant principal, or to any other school 
employee. The following principals or assistant principals can be seen in the front offices of the school or 
reached at 476-4811: Tom Sedore, Chris Hennessey or Brenda Waterhouse 
 
B. An employee who witnesses conduct that s/he believes might constitute student harassment under this policy 
shall take prompt and appropriate action to stop the conduct and immediately report the conduct to a designated 
employee. 
 
For a complete copy of the school’s harassment policy please contact the office at 476-4811. 
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POLICY ON PREVENTION OF HAZING OF STUDENTS 
I .  Purpose 
It is the purpose of the Barre Supervisory Union School District to ensure that all its schools provide safe, 
orderly, civil and positive learning environments.  Hazing is unlawful and has no place in the DistrictÕs schools 
and will not be tolerated.  Accordingly, the District adopts the following policy and procedures to prohibit 
hazing and will ensure the enforcement thereof. 
 
II. Definitions 
ÒHazingÓ means any act committed by a person, whether individually or in concert with others, against a 
student in connection with pledging, being initiated into, affiliating with, holding office in, or maintaining 
membership in any organization which is affiliated with the District; and which is intended to have the effect of, 
or should reasonably be expected to have the effect of, humiliating, intimidating or demeaning the student or 
endangering the mental or physical health of the student.  ÒHazingÓ also includes soliciting, directing, aiding, or 
otherwise participating actively or passively in the above acts.  If hazing occurs on or off school grounds, it will 
be subject to this policy. 
 
Examples of hazing include: 

Any type of physical brutality such as whipping, beating, striking, branding, electrical shocks, placing a 
harmful substance on or in the body, or other similar activity; or 
 
Any type of physical activity such as sleep deprivation, exposure to the elements,  
confinement in a small space, or other activity that creates or results in an unreasonable risk of harm or 
that adversely affects the mental or physical health or safety of the student; or 
 
Any activity involving consumption of food, liquid, alcoholic beverage, liquor, drug, or other substance 
that subjects a student to risk of harm; or 
 
Any activity that induces, causes, or requires a student to perform a duty or task, which involves the 
commission of a crime or an act of hazing as defined above. 
 
Hazing shall not include an activity or conduct that furthers the legitimate curricular, extracurricular, or 
military training program goals provided that the goals are approved by the School Board of the district 
and provided that the activity or conduct furthers those goals in a manner that is appropriate, 
contemplated by the School Board, and normal and customary for similar public school programs.  An 
example of this exception might be reasonable athletic training exercises. 

 
ÒOrganizationÓ means a fraternity, sorority, athletic team, association, corporation, order, society, corps, 
cooperative, club, or other similar group, whose members primarily are students of the District, and which is 
affiliated with the District. 
 
ÒPledgingÓ means any action or activity related to becoming a member of an organization. 
ÒStudentÓ means any person who:  (1) is enrolled in any school or program operated by the District, (2) has 
been accepted for admission into any school or program operated by the District, or (3) intends to enroll in any 
school or program operated by the District during any of its regular sessions after an official academic break. 
 
III. Reporting of Hazing 
Students who have reason to believe that an incident of hazing might or did occur should report such belief to 
any coach of an extracurricular team, teacher, school nurse, guidance counselor, or school administrator.  Staff 
members who have received such a report from a student or who otherwise have reason to believe that an 
incident of hazing might or did occur shall report such belief to the principal of the school, or, in the event of 
the unavailability of the principal, the superintendent.  The report may be in writing or orally.  If the report is 
made orally, the receiver shall make a written record of the report. 
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It shall be a violation of this policy for a person to retaliate against a student or other person for reporting a 
suspected incident of hazing or cooperating in any investigation or disciplinary proceeding regarding an 
incident of hazing. 
 
It is possible that an incident of hazing might also fall within the definition of abuse, neglect, or exploitation as 
those terms are defined in 33 V.S.A. 4912 (2) and 33 V.S.A. 6902 (1), (7) and (9).   To the extent a staff 
member is a mandatory reporter of suspected child abuse or neglect of disabled adults, reporting a suspected 
incident of hazing to the principal does not relieve the reporter of any obligations additionally to report such 
suspicions to the Commissioner of the Vermont Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services as set forth in 
33 V.S.A. 4914 or to the commissioner of the Department of Aging and Disabilities as set forth in 33 V.S.A. 
6904. 
 
If the school district determines that hazing has occurred, the incident shall be reported to the law enforcement 
agency. 
 
IV. Investigation of Reports of Hazing 
An administrator, or in the event of the unavailability of an administrator, the superintendent, upon receipt of a 
report of hazing, promptly shall cause an investigation to commence.  The investigation shall be timely and 
thorough and the findings and conclusions of the investigation shall be reduced to writing.  Unless there are 
exceptional circumstances, the investigation shall be concluded within ten school days. 
 
V. Disciplinary Action 
If the investigation concludes a student committed an act of hazing or other wise violated this policy, that 
student shall be subject to appropriate disciplinary action, including but not limited to suspension or expulsion 
from co-curricular activities or from school.  Any disciplinary action against a student shall be subject to the 
procedures set forth in the discipline policy. 
 
If the investigation concludes that two or more students from the same athletic team or other co-curricular 
activity directed, engaged in, aided or otherwise participated in actively or passively an incident of hazing, 
disciplinary action may be imposed against the team or activity, including cancellation of one or more athletic 
contests or the entire athletic season. 
 
It is not a defense in a disciplinary proceeding under this policy that the person against whom the hazing was 
directed consented to or acquiesced in the hazing activity. 
 
Nothing in this policy shall limit or preclude the district from disciplining a student or other person affiliated 
with the district under any other district policy as well as under the terms of this policy. 
 
VI. Reporting Incidents of Hazing to Law Enforcement Officials 
All staff members are subject to the confidentiality requirements of the Family Education Rights and Privacy 
Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g and 34 C.F.R. Part 99).  Accordingly, information deriving from student records (if the 
information is obtained through other means, the restrictions of FERPA do not apply) which is personally 
identifiable, may not be disclosed without parental consent unless it meets one or more of the exceptions 
specified in 34 C.F.R. Part 99.  Certain of these exceptions, depending upon whether the circumstances meet the 
conditions set forth in those exceptions, may permit the reporting of hazing to law enforcement officials.  Those 
relevant exceptions are: 
 

1.  Where there is a health or safety emergency: 
2.  Where the information has been subpoenaed: or 
3.  Where the records in question are created and maintained by a law enforcement unit established by 

the school. 
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ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE POLICY 
It is the philosophy of Spaulding High School  that the greater the knowledge all students have about the effects 
of substances on the human mind and body, the more able they will be to make decisions concerning the use or 
non-use of these substances, and the less likelihood there will be abuse. 
 
The use of drugs and/or alcohol and the unlawful possession of legally controlled substances, as defined by 
federal or state statute, on school grounds or at school sponsored events is unacceptable. 
 
Drug convictions may jeopardize a studentsÕ eligibility for college financial aid. 
 
Our school will provide for the care of students during any suspected substance abuse incident until the parents 
and/or, if necessary, other agencies are contacted.  A climate shall be created and resources provided whereby 
students may seek and receive counseling about alcohol, other drugs, and related problems without fear of 
reprisals by a member of the school staff. 
 
Reported or Suspected Use 

The school staff member shall use his/her best judgment to decide which of the avenues listed below to 
initially follow: 
 
To listen and discuss in confidence the situation as related by the student.   
 
To urge the student to talk to parents or guardian.  
 
To consult with or refer the matter to the administration, nurse, guidance counselor and/or  other 
appropriate personnel including law enforcement.  
 
Unless there is compelling reason to believe it is not in the studentÕs best interests to do so, the school 
personnel will see that the parents/guardian are informed in a timely fashion. 
 

Possession of Alcohol and Other Drugs 
If a student is found possessing and/or using alcohol and other drugs while under school jurisdiction, the 
following procedures will be followed: 
 

The school administration shall be notified immediately. 
 
The parent or guardian shall be notified immediately and requested to come to school and take the 
student home. If the parent or guardian is unable, unwilling, or fails to respond, an administrator will 
take whatever steps necessary to remove the student from the schoolÕs care and responsibility. The 
parent/guardian shall be subsequently informed of penalties for the immediate offense and any 
subsequent offense. 
 
All other procedures taken by the administrator shall be within the confines of the law. These may 
include but shall not be limited to: 
 
 consultation with school staff members 
 consultation with mental health personnel 
 consultation with school nurse 
 suspension in accordance with established policy regarding suspension                                                                                             
 referral to appropriate agencies with compulsory personal consultation involving student and 
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parent/guardian about the problem as a condition of reinstatement 
 referral to law enforcement  
 referral to the School Board for disciplinary action which may include expulsion in accordance 

with established policy  
 

Under the Influence of Alcohol or Drugs 
The school establishes and maintains the following procedures to deal with students who may have an episode 
with drugs and/or alcohol. 
 
The school staff member observing abnormal and/or erratic behavior of a student shall notify an administrator 
of the student's behavior.  It shall be the responsibility of the administrator and/or a designated representative to 
observe the student and/or remove the student to the nurseÕs office. In the absence of a nurseÕs office, an 
appropriate area should be designated. 
 
The nurse, or in the nurseÕs absence, an administrator shall proceed as follows: 

 
If it is felt that a potential emergency that may threaten the studentÕs life exists, the student shall be 
taken to the hospital and the parent/guardian shall be notified as soon as possible. 
 
If immediate medical attention is not required, the parent/guardian shall be notified and shall be required 
to remove the student from the school. 
 
If the parent/guardian is unable, unwilling, or fails to respond, the assistant principal or designated 
representative will take whatever steps are necessary to remove the student from the schoolÕs care and 
responsibility, using such appropriate agencies as social services,  medical or law enforcement.       

 
Distribution of Alcohol or Other Drugs on School Property or at School Functions: 

�  Appropriate law enforcement agencies shall be summoned. 
�  The parent/guardian shall be summoned. 
�  Automatic suspension and immediate referral to the School Board for disciplinary action which may 

include expulsion in accordance with established policy. 
 
Programs and Services: 

A.  Educational Programs---Spaulding High School and Barre Technical Center Campus shall provide 
the following programs: 

 
�  Age appropriate Alcohol, Tobacco and other Drug (ATOD) prevention education programs for 

students in compliance with curriculum guidelines established by the Department of Education. 
 

�  Student Assistance Programs (SAP) requiring individual and family support, screening and referral 
for ongoing treatment services. 
 

 B.  Self-referral for Assistance with Substances  
 

�  When a student recognizes that he/she has a problem with substance use and chooses to seek 
assistance. 
 

�  A student who seeks assistance of any staff member shall be offered educational resources, 
individual or group counseling and/or referral to a community agency.  These services shall be 
provided without consequences providing all these conditions are met: 
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!  The student is self-referred, not ÒreportedÓ in violation of school or legal policies. 
!  There is no immediate apparent threat to harm self or others. 
!  A commitment is made to develop a rehabilitation plan . 

 
 C.  In-School Support and Referral System 

 
�  Appropriate school personnel shall be available to consult with students whose behavior or 

performance may indicate a problem with substances (hereafter ÒabuseÓ). 
 

�  In addition, all school personnel who observe academic, social or personal behavior of a student 
that may indicate substance abuse would be expected to follow their adopted schoolÕs policy and 
discuss their observations and concerns with the student. 
 

 D.  Community Support and Referral System  
 

�  Spaulding High School and Barre Technical Center shall maintain a written agreement with a 
community substance abuse treatment provider.  Under no circumstances shall the school be 
obligated for financial responsibilities for assessment or treatment. 
 

�  Spaulding High School and Barre Technical Center shall maintain a liaison with the local law 
enforcement agency for the purpose of obtaining assistance in determining appropriate and 
effective courses of action when incidences of substance use occur within the school environment. 

 
 

STUDENTS IN CRISIS/REPORTING CHILD ABUSE 
In our work with students, many of us are considered confidants.  In this capacity, we sometimes are aware of 
aspects of studentsÕ lives that are very personal.  Students may ask us to keep information confidential; for the 
most part we can honor this request. 
 
However, there are a few situations where strict confidentiality cannot be ethically or legally maintained.  
School personnel are required by Vermont law to report suspected cases of child abuse and neglect.  These 
mandated reporters are legally required to report their suspicions to the Department of Children and Families 
(DCF) within 24 hours.  The following situations cannot be kept confidential: 

o A student reveals he/she is or recently has been contemplating suicide 
o A student reveals he/she is being, or has been in the past, physically, sexually or emotionally abused 
o A student reveals he/she is contemplating harm to another person or another personÕs property 
o A student reveals personal information of any sort that causes any concern about his/her safety 

 
If a student shares information with a teacher which cannot be kept in confidence, the teacher must contact an 
adminstrator or guidance counselor.  The administrator or counselor will call screeners, if necessary and call the 
parent.   
 
 

EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT 
Research tells us that an appropriate educational environment contributes to the success of a school.  In order to 
establish and maintain the most productive school environment for our school we need your help!  
 
Dress Code 
Students may not wear:  

¥ head coverings (hats, bandanas, etc.) 
¥ sunglasses 
¥ clothing with crude, sexually suggestive messages 
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¥ clothing with alcohol or drug endorsing messages 
¥ clothing with harassing or derogatory messages 
¥ clothing which exposes undergarments, midriffs, backs or cleavage  

 
If students are in violation of the dress code they will be given an opportunity to change or cover up if possible. 
If they are unwilling or unable to do so, they will be sent home immediately.  
 
Public Displays of Affection 
Inappropriate and overactive public displays of affection can possibly lead to sexual harassment charges.  Lewd 
or inappropriate affection (extended/prolonged kissing, touching, fondling, etc.) is not allowed and can result in 
administrative action. 
 
Cell Phones and Personal Listening Devices (IPODs, MP3s, etc.) 
Cell phones are allowed to be used before and after school, during passing times, lunch and advisory cell 
phones need to be turned off and put out of sight during class time.  Students who fail to do so will be subject to 
administrative action.  Personal listening devices such as IPODs are allowed to be used before and after school, 
during lunch, and during Advisory.  Students who fail to abide by the above will be subject to administrative 
action. 
 
Posters and Announcements 
All posters and announcements that students wish to put up must be officially pre-approved by the 
administration. 
 
 

COMPUTER NETWORK - Acceptable Use Policy 
The primary purpose of the schoolÕs Computer Network is educational.  Users are responsible for ensuring that 
their activities adhere to generally accepted educational standards. The Computer Network is intended to 
enhance the established school curriculum. The network serves as a resource for improving and enriching 
teaching and learning at Spaulding High School. 
 
Student use of the Computer Network is a privilege, not a right.  Deliberate inappropriate utilization can result 
in cancellation or restriction of access privileges, as well as disciplinary or legal action.  Intentional 
unacceptable behaviors include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

�  involvement in any activity prohibited by law 
�  the storage, hacking, including the accessing, or transferring of, unnecessarily large files 
�  attempting to establish commercial ventures on the network 
�  involvement with on-line games 
�  storing or transferring obscene materials 
�  transferring ÒchainÓ type letters 
�  sharing passwords and log-ins or information in violation of maintenance of student records policy 

 
All users shall assume responsibility - legal, financial and otherwise - for their actions when using the  
Computer Network. All users of the network will be held accountable for use of their computer accounts. Any 
inappropriate action or activities on the Computer Network will be considered an action of the account holder.  
Thus, passwords shall not be shared or transferred. Responsible use of the Computer Network prohibits: 
 

�  interfering with normal and proper operations of the network or Internet 
�  adversely affecting the ability of others to use equipment or services 
�  conducting oneself in ways that are harmful, harassing, or deliberately offensive to others 
�  using the Internet for any illegal purposes 
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�  using the computers or network for any illegal purpose 
�  using computer files that do not belong to the user 
�  copying protected software, including school owned software, without authorization from the copyright 

holder 
 
The school maintains and manages the Computer Network in such a way as to ensure availability and reliability 
in performing its educational mission. This requires the ability and authority to inspect any and all materials 
transferred and stored within the network by any and all users.  Therefore, accounts of users are not private and 
may be accessed by system administrators or their designee(s) for any reason at any time without prior notice to 
the account holder. 
 
All students who wish to access the Computer Network must sign an ÒAcceptable Use Network ContractÓ 
before gaining privileges. This gives students access to the World Wide Web, the Internet, and electronic mail 
(e-mail).  If the student is under age eighteen, parents must cosign the contract. 
 

 
SCHOOL DAY FOR STUDENTS 

Students should plan to arrive at school by 7:30 am if they are scheduled for Morning Block, otherwise plan to 
be here by 8:00 am.  Morning Block begins at 7:35 am -  Block One begins at 8:15 am. Block Four ends at 2:45 
pm, however, the official end of the school day is at the completion of Afternoon Block at 3:05 pm.  
 
The Spaulding campus will open daily at 7:00 am.  Students are not allowed on campus prior to 7:00 am 
without written permission from administration.  If there are extenuating circumstances that necessitate a 
student being on campus prior to 7:00 am, please contact one of the Assistant Principals.   
 
Students who arrive at school before their classes will have assigned places in the building where they can be.  
From 7:00 to 8:00 am, all students who are not scheduled for Morning Block need to report to the cafeteria, the 
library, a supervised classroom, the front lobby, or the auditorium lobby. All other areas of the building are off 
limits, including the hallways.   
 
Students not involved in co-curricular activities or academic/tutorial work will be asked to leave the building at 
3:05 pm.  Those students who need to wait for rides must report to the auditorium lobby until they are picked 
up.  All other areas of the building are off limits. 
 

Students who come early or stay late at school must recognize that this decision is a privilege, and not a 
right.  Failure to abide by the above procedures will result in administrative action, to include losing the 
privilege of being on campus before or after school. 

 
 

CLOSING or DELAYED OPENING OF SCHOOL 
If adverse weather conditions cause school to be closed or delayed, an announcement will be made by the 
Superintendent by 6:30 AM through our automated notification system.  Additionally, you may check on local 
radio stations (WSNO, WORK, WSKI, WDEV) and television stations (WCAX & WPTZ) or by checking our 
website at www.shsbtc.org. 
 
If the opening of school is delayed, the school will follow the late start bell schedule beginning with Block 1 at 
9:30 AM. If it is determined that road conditions will not be improving, an announcement will be made by 8:30 
AM declaring the cancellation of school. 
 

 
 



Spaulding High School 2011-2012 Parent & Student Handbook    Page  
 

VISITORS TO SCHOOL 
All visitors to Spaulding High School must sign in at the administrative office. Students must have approval 
from their teachers and an administrator prior to bringing a visitor (forms are available in the office). Adults 
who wish to visit a class are asked to notify the administration, or the teacher whose class you intend to visit 24 
hours in advance. 
 
All visitors are expected to check in (and later check out) at the administrative office and to secure a Visitor 
Pass. Visitors must stay with their hosts at all times during the school day. 
 
To ensure an appropriate educational environment, no visitors are permitted the week before final exams, the 
short school weeks (with holidays), or the week before school vacations without first securing permission from 
an administrator, who at his/her discretion may grant exceptions.  

 
 

LUNCH PERIODS 
Students will have an assigned lunch period during their third block class and must report to the cafeteria during 
their assigned lunch period.   All students are expected to attend lunch during their lunch period. 

 
 

FIRE DRILLS/LOCK DOWNS 
Vermont statutes require that a fire drill and/or lock down drill be conducted at least once each month during 
the school year.  Students are expected to follow teacher instructions promptly and quietly. 
 
 

PERSONAL PROPERTY 
The school is not responsible for the loss or damage of personal property. Each student is responsible for the 
care and safety of his/her own personal property or possessions. 
 
 

SCHOOL PROPERTY 
When the school loans public property to students, we expect these items to be returned in a condition that 
allows them to be loaned again following their return.  Students are responsible for exercising necessary care 
and security of all school books, supplies, and athletic equipment loaned to them. Any loss, theft, or failure to 
account for items issued by the school will result in a financial charge being levied. 
 
Failure to account for loaned public property or to pay for them will result in the student's report card being 
withheld until financial settlement has been made. 

 
 

STUDENT LOCKERS 
Our school makes available to each student a locker for his/her clothing, books, and other belongings. Students 
will be responsible for the care and condition of that locker. Any problems, such as locks that work improperly, 
should be reported to the Administrative Office immediately.  At the end of the year each student must clear 
his/her locker. After the close of school in June, the school shall dispose of remaining locker contents as 
deemed appropriate. 

 
 

STUDENT VEHICLES 
Parking on school property is a privilege, not a right. Student parking is available across the bridge from the 
school at the corner of Boynton and Ayers Streets and requires a school pass issued when the student registers 
the vehicle with the Assistant Principal's Office. 
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By parking on school property, students demonstrate acceptance of the following conditions by implied 
consent. Students unwilling to accept these terms should decline to park on school property, and should seek 
available parking on nearby city streets.  
 
1. Students park vehicles on school property at their own risk. The school disclaims responsibility for loss 
of contents or damage to vehicles in the school  owned parking lots. 
 
2. Students will drive on school property in a safe manner at all times, respecting the rights of pedestrians, 
adjacent property owners, and other drivers. 
 
3. When students arrive at school, they are expected to park and lock their vehicles  in the assigned area.  The 
driver and the occupants are expected to exit the vehicle immediately, and they are not to return to it without 
written permission or until the end of the student's school day. 
 
4. Unauthorized or illegally parked vehicles may be towed without notice and at the expense of the owner. 
In addition, vehicles parked in fire lanes, handicapped parking or crosswalks, or blocking hydrants may be 
ticketed by the police. 
 
5. The law allows searches of vehicles on school property to be conducted if there is reasonable suspicion to 
believe that a violation of school policy or law has been committed. If prohibited items are found they will be 
confiscated and a report will be made to the Principal (or designee) who will determine whether further 
investigation is warranted. 
 
The administration reserves the right to suspend the privilege of any student to drive on school grounds.  
 
 

CLOSED CAMPUS 
The school operates on a modified closed campus basis. Students must check in when they arrive, and they must 
check out before they leave for reasons other than their regularly scheduled departure. The parking lots are off 
limits to students during school hours unless they have authorization, or they are arriving at or leaving school. 
Seniors may leave school grounds during a nonscheduled block; this does not include the lunch block if the 
student has a block 3 class. 
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ACADEMIC  MATTERS 
 
 

REQUIRED ACADEMIC LOAD 
Freshmen, Sophomores and Juniors are required to schedule classes or approved educational activities for all 
four class blocks (Blocks 1-4). Seniors are required to schedule classes or approved educational  activities for 
three of the four class blocks. 
 
Any student who drops below three blocks of approved educational activities will be considered academically 
ineligible for extra curricular activities. Academically ineligible students are afforded an opportunity to reenroll 
at the start of the next marking period. 
 
Administrators may recommend an alternative program to meet the individual needs and circumstances of 
students.  Modifications to these requirements may be developed and contained per the Individual Education 
Plan (IEP) or Educational Support Team (EST) plans for some students. 
 
 

PROCEDURES FOR CHANGING CLASS SCHEDULES 
To ensure that a student is enrolled in appropriate courses, it is strongly recommended that all schedule 
revisions be completed when preliminary schedules are issued in the late spring. 
 
All schedule changes must be completed during the five school day ADD/DROP period scheduled at the 
beginning of each semester with the exception of schedule changes for half credit, quarter courses which must 
be completed during the first three school days of the quarter. 
 
Parent/guardian approval is required for schedule changes. 
 
Changing courses based on teacher preference is not permitted.  However, if a student is repeating a failed 
course, she/he has a right to request a different teacher, if one is available. 
 
 

CONTROVERSIAL & SENSITIVE ISSUES 
In the course of a studentÕs education at school, topics may be presented which could cause discomfort in light 
of a studentÕs or familiesÕ personal beliefs.  If this occurs, students and/or their parents/guardians may request 
an alternative educational experience.  This request should be made to the studentÕs teacher.   

 
 

AUDITING COURSES 
Students may make a request to audit a course, contingent upon maintaining an academic schedule of at least 
three other courses or approved activities for that marking period.  
 
This request to audit should be made prior to or during the add/drop period for that course. A student auditing a 
course is required to meet the same expectations as other students enrolled in that class.  No academic credit is 
awarded, and audited courses do not factor into the grade point average (GPA). 
 

 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 

Academic Integritiy matters at Spaulding.  It represents a studentÕs commitment to honesty and respect with 
teachers and among peers.  It also demonstrates a studentÕs responsibility for his/her own learning.   
 
Academic misconduct, intentional or unintentional, is unacceptable at Spaulding.  At Spaulding, misconduct is 
defined as cheating, plagiarism, falsification, interference, and/or complicity. 
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¥ Cheating Ð providing or receiving unauthorized assistance in any school work or tests.  (ex. copying 

from another student, using cheat sheets, or technology to cheat; stealing copies of tests or exams) 
¥ Plagiarism Ð presenting someone elseÕs ideas, words, or graphics as your own without giving credit to 

the original author (ex. purchasing a term paper online, copying and pasting from a website without 
giving credit, submitting anotherÕs paper as your own, following the original sources too closely.) 

¥ Falsification Ð falsifying or inventing information, data, or citations in academic assignments; forging 
signatures on school-related documents. 

¥ Interference Ð interference or obstructing another studentÕs academic work  (ex. stealing notes, tearing 
pages out of books, hiding resources.) 

¥ Complicity Ð copying or allowing another student to copy academic work, unauthorized collaboration on 
academic work, working in groups without approval from a teacher. 

 
A failing grade will be recorded for any work containing any information improperly submitted as one's own, 
or, completed by means of academic dishonesty, or deception.  Administrative discretion may lead to 
principalÕs detention or suspension. 
 
 

COURSES TAKEN OUTSIDE OF SPAULDING HIGH SCHOOL 
Students who desire to take courses outside Spaulding High School for academic credit must secure prior 
approval from an administrator through their guidance counselor.  

 
 

PROMOTION GUIDELINES 
Freshman (9th grade) to Sophomore (10th grade) 
Earn a minimum of 5 credits cumulative, including Freshman English 
 
Sophomore to Junior (11th grade) 
Earn a minimum of 10 credits cumulative, including Sophomore English 
 
Junior to Senior (12th grade) 
Earn a minimum of 16 credits cumulative, and be programmed to graduate by June or August of his/her Senior 
year 

 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

All students should be aware of the requirements for graduation and the status of their progress towards 
fulfilling the graduation requirements. No student may participate in graduation activities until all graduation 
requirements have been satisfied. There are no exceptions. 
 
A four-year program of courses is recommended to provide students with the tools necessary to meet their post 
secondary goals.  
 
A Spaulding diploma will be awarded to students who complete 24 credits as follows: 

4 credits in English 
3 credits in Mathematics 
3 credits in History & Social Sciences, including: 
 1 credit in U.S. History 
 1 credit in a Global or World History 
 1 credit in history/social science electives 
3 credits in a Science, including: 
 1 credit in a Physical Science 
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 1 credit in a Life Science 
 1 credit in science electives 
0.5 credit in Health Education Ð health credit will be earned through enrollment in a 1 credit Wellness class 

which combines an expanded health curriculum with academic and career planning.   
1 credit in Fine Arts (music, drama, visual art) 
1.5 credits in Physical Education Ð .5 credits may be earned through an independent study or participation in 

athletics. Students apply for this option through their guidance counselor. 
8 additional elective credits 

 
 

MARKING SYSTEM FOR REPORT CARDS & TRANSCRIPTS 
A+ =  99 - 100 =  4.33 GPA D+ =  67 - 69  =  1.33 GPA 
A    =  94 - 98  =  4.00 GPA   D =  64 - 66  =  1.00 GPA 
A- =  90 - 93 =  3.67 GPA D-  =  60 - 63  =  0.67 GPA 
B+  =  87 - 89  =  3.33 GPA        F   =  Below 60 =  0.00 GPA 
B    =  84 - 86   =  3.00 GPA I   =  Incomplete*  
B-  =  80 - 83   =  2.67 GPA  
C+  =  77 - 79   =  2.33 GPA       AUD  =  Audited course (no credit) 
C   =  74 - 76   =  2.00 GPA H  =  Honors (weighted by one grade point) 
C-  =  70 - 73   = 1.67 GPA AP = Advanced Placement (weighted by one    
   grade point, 2 credits granted, national AP exam taken) 

                     *If the course is not made up within the following quarter, a failing grade is recorded. 
 
 

PROGRESS REPORTS  and  REPORT CARDS 
Spaulding High School uses powerschool, which allows students and parents to access their childÕs grades.  Log 
ins are provided to students and parents to access the powerschool portal.  For assistance with the log in 
information, please contact the guidance office. 
 
Grades are updated every three weeks of the marking period for progress reports.  All students and parents 
should check the progress through the parent and/or student portal.  Parents/Guardians that would like a paper 
progress report can contact the guidance office to make that arrangement.  Progress reports are officially 
available after 8:00 A.M. on the scheduled Friday (see schedule). 
 
"Academic Alerts" are academic reports of student progress which may be mailed at any time by a teacher if 
he/she believes that an updated status report is warranted. 
 
Report cards will be issued directly to students for the first three marking periods, and will be mailed to 
student homes following the close of school in June. Students are expected to take their report cards home to 
their parents or guardian.  

 
 

MID-TERM  and  FINAL EXAMINATIONS 
During midterm and final exams, all students are expected to be present at the prescribed dates and times for 
each of their final exams.  (Reference school calendar for dates of exams.)*  
 
If a student must arrange for an alternative exam due to death in the family, religious holiday, court appointment 
or crisis situation over which he/she has no control, he/she must obtain prior approval from the Principal. If the 
student is absent from an exam without prior permission, the school will only accept doctor supported, 
court/police supported or social agency excuses, or evidence of a legitimate crisis over which the student had no 
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control.  Oversleeping, missing a ride, or forgetting are not acceptable excuses. 
 
*School cancellation for inclement weather, etc. may cause school calendar adjustments and change these 
dates. 

 
FIELD TRIPS 

No student can be required to attend any field trip. 
 
All school rules are in effect during a school sponsored trip. Students are expected to abide by all rules from the 
time they depart until they arrive back at school. Students represent Spaulding High School wherever they are. 
 
Each student is to return to the teacher or head chaperone a completed approval form prior to going on the trip. 
 
Teachers will be notified in writing of all students who participate in field trips five school days prior to leaving 
on the trip. 
 
Students participating in field trips are responsible for making arrangements to make up all work missed within 
two school days of returning to school from the field trip. 
 

TEACHER CREDENTIALS AND EXPERIENCE 
As a parent, you have the right to access your child's teacher's credentials and experience.  Please contact the 
principal if you would like this information. 
 

 
ACADEMIC HONORS & AWARDS 

Honor Roll 
A quarterly Honor Roll is maintained and published. Criteria includes being enrolled in a minimum of three 
classes for the quarter, having no "incomplete" or grade below "C-", and having a quarterly grade point average 
(GPA) of: 
 
4.00 GPA or higher High Honors    
3.50-3.99 GPA  Middle Honors   
3.00-3.49 GPA  Honors 
 

Valedictorian, Salutatorian Graduation Honors 
Valedictorian of the graduating class is the student who, over four years, earns the highest class rank standing 
(based upon cumulative grade point average) after the posting of grades at the close of the first semester of the 
studentÕs senior year. Salutatorian of the graduating class is the student who, over four years, earns the second 
highest class rank standing, as above.  In the event of a tie, co-valedictorians/salutatorian will be announced. 
 

Pro Merito 
Since 1927, Pro Merito honors have been awarded to Seniors who attain a cumulative 3.00 GPA or above for 
three and one half years of high school. An annual "Honors for Scholars" dinner is hosted by the Kiwanis Club 
for recipients and their families. 
 

National Honor Society 
The Granite Chapter of the National Honor Society is an honorary society with membership based upon 
scholarship, leadership, service, and character. Students at Spaulding High School may be considered for 
membership after completing five semesters of high school work.  During that time they will have achieved a 
superior academic record in challenging course work with a minimum G.P.A. of 3.55, shown themselves to be 
of exemplary character, acted on a commitment to the service of others, and demonstrated leadership in their 
school and community.  
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A student of character demonstrates the qualities of respect, responsibility, trustworthiness, fairness, caring and 
citizenship.  A commitment to service is demonstrated by volunteering to provide assistance to school, 
classmates, and community, and doing so with a positive attitude. A student who exercises leadership, 
demonstrates initiative, contributes ideas that improve school climate, exemplifies a positive attitude, and 
inspires positive behavior in others, is a leader in the classroom, at work, and in other school or community 
activities and is dependable in any responsibility accepted.  
 
Continuing membership in NHS is based upon not only maintaining the minimum academic requirement, but 
also actively participating in NHS activities and the activities of other school organizations. The students' 
ongoing scholarship, leadership, service, and character in these activities will be monitored by the NHS Faculty 
Council. 
 
After completion of the first semester, qualified Juniors are notified of their academic eligibility to be members 
of the NHS. During the Senior year, notification is given again to eligible students at the start of the year, at the 
end of the first marking period, and finally at the end of the first semester. 

 
Scholastic "S" 

The Scholastic "S" is awarded to students who maintained an all "A" average for the previous school year. 
Awards are distributed to recipients in grades 9-11 at the Spring Awards Assembly conducted during an all 
school assembly.  Seniors receive their awards at the annual senior awards assembly in the spring. 
 

Robert M. Burdett Memorial Award 
While he served as assistant principal and principal of Spaulding, the late Mr. Bob Burdett was the champion of 
the unsung heroes within the student body.  Mr. Burdett believed, as we do, that this core of earnest, 
hardworking students form the backbone of Spaulding High School, and that they will become, in time, the 
nucleus of their communities and of our country. 
 
Each marking period, every teacher may nominate one student for the Robert M. Burdett Memorial Award. To 
be eligible for this award, students must, at all times and in all school activities, meet all school academic 
standards and behavioral expectations. Students may earn this award only once a year. Many of them are our 
schoolÕs silent heroes.
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HEALTH  SERVICES 

 
 

STUDENT HEALTH SERVICES 
Our campus employs a full-time school nurse, assisted by an associate nurse, who provide health appraisal and 
supervision, health counseling, emergency and first aid care, control of contagious illness and serve as 
advocates for students.  Health office staff are available for consultation with parents on health issues, and serve 
as resources for faculty and staff. 

Injury and Accident 
Any person recognizing a medical emergency must report it immediately to the faculty member in charge of the 
activity.  The adult in charge shall carry out emergency care procedures, retaining responsibility until relieved 
by school or medical authority. 
 
The nurse will provide first aid emergency care when it is needed. 
 
Transportation of the ill or injured student shall be provided by parents unless the illness or injury is such that 
the use of an emergency vehicle is required or the parent is unavailable. 
 
After every injury, an official accident report form will be completed by the faculty member and turned in to the 
Principal's Office. 
 
When a student athlete receives an injury serious enough to miss several practices or a game, he/she must have 
a doctor's written permission to reenter participation. 
 

Physical Examinations 
A physical is required for all students before participating in a sport.  Forms are available in the athletic 
director's office.  See the Rules and Regulations for Athletes printed in this handbook for further information. 

 
Immunizations 

Students attending a Vermont public high school are required to have the following vaccinations on file with the 
school nurse unless an exemption is requested for medical, moral, or religious reasons: 
 

¥ 5 DtaP - 4 if the 4th dose was given on/after the 4th birthday 
¥ 4 Polio - 3 if the 3rd dose was given on/after the 4th birthday 
¥ 2 Measles 
¥ 2 Mumps 
¥ 2 Rubella 
¥ 3 Hepatitis B 
¥ 2 Varicella (Chickenpox) - waived if the parent or guardian presents a VT Dept of Health supplied form 

indicating the student has a history of disease. This form can also be obtained through your school nurse. 
¥ 1 Tdap booster (tetanus and pertussis combination) 

 
Immunizations must be up to date or students will not be allowed to attend school.  Transfer students will be 
given a reasonable amount of time to provide proof of immunization. 
 

Reporting New Illness 
Students should report any new illness, including allergies, to the school nurse as they develop.  Students must 
also inform the school nurse of any physical disability or chronic illness that requires daily medication. 
 
In case of illness at school, parents will be notified and requested to provide transportation to the student's 
home.  When parents are contacted, they assume responsibility for the student leaving school.  If a parent is not 
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available, the main office should be informed. 
 
The school nurse and the guidance department should be notified if a student will be absent from school for an 
extended period of time. 

Medication 
The school nurse should be notified by parents or guardians if a student is on any long-term medication not 
being taken in school. If necessary, and with parental approval, the nurse will notify the student's teachers of 
any significant effects of the medication. 
 
Over-the-Counter Medications: The school stocks a limited supply of certain over-the-counter medications to 
be given at the discretion of the school nurse and with parental approval.  In general, the school considers the 
use of such medicines in school to be a decision between the student and his/her parent or guardian. 
 
Prescription Medicines: Unless special arrangements are made through the school nurse, students are not 
allowed to carry and self administer prescription drugs at school, unless the medication is used to treat a life-
threatening allergy or condition. These drugs should be given at home whenever possible. If they need to be 
given during school hours, the following regulations apply: 
 

�  Medication must be brought to the school nurse in a container labeled by the pharmacy or physician, with 
the name of the student, name of the medicine and the prescription number, dosage and time of necessary 
administration. 
 

�  Prescription medicines must be accompanied by a doctor's written instruction. Written permission from a 
parent or guardian is also necessary. 
 

�  The medication will be kept in a locked cabinet in the health office, and given by the school nurse at the 
proper time. 
 

�  Parents have the option of coming to school and personally giving medicine to their children. 
 
 

OTHER STUDENT SERVICES 
The school can provide support for students struggling with substance abuse, high risk behaviors, and personal 
crisis that have a serious impact upon the studentÕs ability to function effectively in school. Spaulding High 
School  provides access to a variety of services.  Contact the Guidance Department, or your individual 
counselor for assistance.  
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STUDENT  DISCIPLINE  PROCEDURES 
 
 

The discipline procedures at Spaulding High School  are intended to promote a  safe, orderly and civil school 
environment in which learning can take place. Students are encouraged to share responsibility for creating a 
positive school environment. However, when students need support in practicing self governance, faculty and 
staff are available to provide or recommend appropriate interventions such as student and/or parent/teacher 
conferences, conflict resolution, or the Tobacco Education program.  
 
Definitions 
An "infraction" is a violation of a policy, rule or regulation approved by the Board of School Commissioners or 
a violation of any criminal statute. 
 
"Detention" shall mean retention in school for a period of 30 minutes before the first academic block or 
following the normal dismissal time. 
 
"Suspension" shall mean a suspension from attendance at the school, presence on school property,  and 
participation in school activities for a period of up to 10 school days, and the suspension from or participation in 
any school function.  It is considered an administrative absence. Students must contact their teacher within 2 
school days of their return to arrange to make up missed work. Alternatives to out-of-school suspension may be 
devised for students with IEP's containing behavior plans. 
 
"Expulsion" shall mean the dismissal, by the Board of School Commissioners, from attendance at school and 
participation in school activities for not more than the remainder of the school year.  Possession of a firearm 
may result in expulsion for up to one calendar year.  

 
Detention 

Teacher’s Detention may be assigned by a classroom teacher for any classroom infraction. 
o This detention will be served with the classroom teacher. 
o This detention takes precedence over Principal's Detention (PDs).  The student is responsible for 

rescheduling the Principal's Detention to attend the classroom detention. 
o Failure to attend classroom detention may result in a conference with the assistant principal, the student 

and the teacher to determine further action. 

 
Principal's Detention (PD) will be assigned for the following infractions: 

o Not being where assigned during the school day. 
o Excessive noise or disruptive behavior.  
o Administrative assignment. 
o Unexcused tardiness to school, after fifth instance. 
o Failure to serve TeacherÕs Detention. 

 
PDs will be assigned from 7:35 am to 8:05 am on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays or from 2:50 pm to 3:20 
pm on Mondays and Thursdays.   
 
Employment, rides or coÐcurricular activities do not excuse a student from attending either teacher detention or 
principal's detention as assigned. 
 

In School Support / Suspension 
The In School Support (ISS) program is designed to reduce the number of out of school suspensions and keep 
students in school.  Participation in ISS is a privilege, and those that participate will be expected to be 
productive and respectful.  It is also an opportunity for students to take responsibility for their actions without 
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falling behind in their academic work.  During the day of the ISS, the student is prohibited from participating in 
any school activities, to include athletic events and practices.  If a student chooses to not attend ISS, he/she has 
made a decision to lose all credit for any academic work given that day.   
 
Suspension shall mean a a student is prohibited from being on campus as well as attending any school related 
or extra curricular activities to include any athletic events and practices for the day(s) of the suspension.  
Suspensions count as a administrative absence, and shall be used as a consequence for the following infractions: 

o Forging or altering notes or office forms, tendering such notes or forms, or misrepresentation via the 
telephone. 

o Stealing, defacing, damaging or destroying school property or property of others. 
o Leaving the school building without prior authorization of school officials. 
o Failure to carry out reasonable requests and directions from teachers and administrators. 
o Actions which threaten to disrupt or interfere with the orderly processes of the school  (or school related 

activities) or which threaten the health, safety, and/or welfare of the students. 
o Possessing, consuming or being under the influence of illegal drugs or alcoholic beverages. 
o Smoking, chewing or visibly possessing tobacco on school property or at school events (First time 

offenders will be given the option of participating in a Tobacco Education  Group as an alternative to 
suspension). 

o Fighting or striking others. 
o Menacing, threatening, instigative or assaultive behavior. 
o Abusive, crude, or vulgar language or gesture. 
o Possession of a dangerous weapon in school, on school property, or at school events or activities. 

a. any object used or brandished as a weapon will be considered a ÔweaponÕ 
b. possession of a dangerous weapon* will result in  an immediate five (5) day suspension with the 

potential for extension to a (10) day suspension with the superintendentÕs approval. 
        *The term Òdangerous weaponÓ means a weapon, device, instrument, or substance, 

animate or inanimate, that is used for, designed for, or is readily capable of, 
causing death or serious bodily injury.  This policy includes students in possession 
of weapons that are acquired or manufactured on school grounds.   

c. possession of a firearm may result in recommendation to the board for expulsion of no more than 
one (1) calendar year. 

 
o Making, issuing, or communicating by any means a threat that a dangerous or deadly weapon has been 

or will be placed or used on school grounds or property or any school - related event. 
o Hazing (see policy on page 7). 
o Harassment (see policy on page 5). 
o Failure to attend scheduled classes, disciplinary study hall, or Assistant Principal's Detention. 
o Bullying (see definition below) 
o Safety violations  

 
The administration reserves the right to  choose alternatives to suspension for these infractions. 
 
Suspensions for up to five (5) days per incident may be made by the principal or designee. Suspensions of 
longer than five (5) days may be imposed only with the approval of the Superintendent who shall determine, 
based on the facts and circumstances of the infraction, whether a longer suspension is in the best interests of the 
student or the school system. Should the Superintendent believe that a suspension longer than ten (10) days is 
warranted, he/she shall proceed in accordance with the regulations defining expulsion. 
 
Subsequent suspensions for any cause during the course of one school year may result in a review of the 
student's record and a conference between an administrator, student, and parents or other persons having legal 
control.  
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At the fourth suspension of one school year, a review of the student's record and a conference between an 
administrator, student, and parents or other persons having legal control may occur. In addition, a 
recommendation for expulsion may also be submitted to the Superintendent. 
 

Expulsion 
Whenever a student's behavior becomes a serious problem that administrators no longer feel they can tolerate, 
and that parents or guardians are unable to correct, a recommendation for expulsion shall be submitted to the 
Board of School Commissioners for consideration. 
 
The Board of School Commissioners may direct that a student be suspended for a period longer than ten (10) 
days if the evidence indicates that a long term suspension is warranted rather than an expulsion. 
 

Bullying 
According to VT,. State Law Act 117 Sec. 1. 16 V.S.A. 11(a)(32), ÒbullyingÓ is defined as any overt act or 
combination of acts directed against a student by another student or group of students that: 
 
 (a) is repeated over time 
 (b) is intended to ridicule, humiliate, or intimidate the student 
 (c) occurs during the school day on school property, on a school bus, or at a school-sponsored activity, 

or before or after the school day on a school bus or a school-sponsored activity. 
 
Spaulding High School believes that bullying is a form of dangerous and disrespectful behavior that will not be 
permitted or tolerated. 
 
To report an instance of bullying, anonymously or non-anonymously, reports may be made to any school 
administrator. 

 
SEARCH & SEIZURE POLICY 

Desks, lockers, textbooks, and other materials or supplies loaned by the school to students remain the property 
of the school, and may be accessed by school administrator(s). When prohibited items are found in the course of 
routine cleaning or maintenance, or in the case of an emergency, they will be confiscated and a report will be 
made to an administrator who will determine whether further investigation is warranted. 
 
By federal law, school property may also be searched by the school administrators upon reasonable suspicion 
on the part of the Principal, Assistant Principals, or Superintendent that a law or school policy is being violated.  
 
By federal law, searches of a student's person (including clothing, pockets, backpack, purse, etc.) or vehicle 
while on school property will be conducted if there is reasonable suspicion to believe that a breach of school 
policy or law is being committed. Searches of a student's person will be conducted by a school employee of the 
same gender and in the presence of another school employee. (See the section entitled Student Vehicles) 
 

Due Process 
A student,  under the age of 18, who is subject to suspension, and his/her parents or persons having legal 
control, shall have oral or written notice of the time, place, and nature of the suspendable offense, and an 
opportunity to be heard informally by the person imposing the suspension. During this informal meeting, the 
student is provided with an opportunity to present evidence or reasons why the suspension should not be 
imposed. If school authorities are unable to locate the parent or legally responsible person, the student shall be 
segregated under supervision or the suspension delayed until such time as the required notification is 
accomplished. 
 
If the student threatens to disrupt or interfere with the orderly process of any or all of the school's functions or 
activities; or creates a substantial likelihood of imminent danger to the safety of persons, the school or school 



Spaulding High School 2011-2012 Parent & Student Handbook    Page  
 

property, the principal or designee may suspend the student prior to the issuance of any notice. Within 24 hours 
of the suspension, written notice stating the time, place, and nature of the infraction, the duration of the 
suspension, and the right to be heard on a school day and during school hours as to why the suspension should 
not continue shall be mailed (or given to the student), and if under 18 years of age, also to a parent(s) or other 
person(s) legally responsible for the student. 
 

Hearings and Appeals 
An appeal hearing is held when a complaint is filed regarding the procedures used in making disciplinary 
decisions. At appeal hearings, the administrator will ask only three questions at the hearing: 
 

1. Did the manner in which the suspension was decided violate the school's guidelines regarding proper 
procedures for disciplining the student? 
 

2. Did the administrator who rendered the discipline decision refuse to allow appropriate information to be 
presented before making the decision? 
 

3. Is there now substantial information that was not available at the time of the decision which might clear the 
student of the disciplinary charge? 
 
If the hearing administrator determines that there is at least one "yes" response supported by substantial, 
appropriate, and logical evidence, then the reversal or adjustment of the decision will  be considered.  
 
 Suspensions of five (5) days or less may only be appealed to the Superintendent. 
 
 A suspension of more than five (5) days or a recommendation for expulsion may be appealed to the 

school board. The student and parent(s), or legally responsible person(s), may appear before the board 
with counsel.  

 
 Upon the evidence presented, the school board may reduce a recommended expulsion to a suspension. 
 
 Upon the evidence presented, the Board may let stand, reduce, or repeal a student's suspension and may 

remove reference to the suspension from the student's school record. 
 
 All hearings before the Board shall be in executive session except when, at the request of the student, or 

if under 18 years of age, upon the request of the parent or legally responsible person, the school board 
may hold a public hearing.  
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ATTENDANCE  PROCEDURES 

"A person having the control of a child between the ages of 7 and 16 years shall cause the child to attend an 
approved public school, an approved or reporting private school, or a home study program for the full number 
of days for which that school is held, unless the child: 

1.  is mentally or physically unable to attend; or 
2.  has completed the tenth grade; or 
3.  is excused by the superintendent or a majority of school directors." 

(VSA 16-1121, Attendance by children of school age required, Amend 1987, No. 97) 
 
 

PHILOSOPHY & STANDARDS FOR ATTENDANCE 
The philosophy of the attendance expectations reflects our belief that a student's daily participation in the 
classroom is an integral part of his/her education. We believe that attendance is directly related to success in 
school. Daily classroom participation, and the work habits reinforced in the classroom, are important tools for 
developing a well rounded individual. 
 
Regular attendance in a class is more essential than ever before. When a student misses a class or is late for a 
lesson, he/she usually misses learning events and opportunities that cannot be Òmade upÓ by reading a textbook, 
by completing worksheets, or by copying someone elseÕs class notes. Therefore, regular daily attendance takes 
precedence over other situations, such as vacations and personal appointments.  
 
*  A ll documented doctor, dentist, court appointments, college visits or family funerals will be considered 
administrative excused absences and will not count towards attendance violation.  If appointments become a pattern, 
administrators will address the situation. 
 

 
STUDENT ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS 

Absence: If a student misses more than 20 minutes of a class, it is considered an absence. 
 
In a semester-long class, the most absences that a student can have and still receive academic credit is 9.  
Students enrolled in Technical Education programs will be subject to the same attendance standards. 
 
In a quarter-long class, the most absences that a student can have and still receive academic credit is 5. 
 
In a full year class, the most absences that a student can have and still receive academic credit is 9 for each 
semester. 
 
Class Cut(s):  Any student who is present in school but fails to attend a scheduled class is subject to 
disciplinary action and will not be allowed to make up any missed assignments, tests, or quizzes. Disciplinary 
action may include Assistant PrincipalÕs Detention and/or suspension. A student who cuts class 5 or more times 
will be placed on automatic academic violation.  The teacher will give weekly progress as to whether the 
student should remain in class or be removed. 
 
 

ATTENDANCE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
School Responsibility:  The school is responsible for the following: 

�  notifying the parent/guardian when a student is at risk of being removed from a class when they reach 5 
absences in a semester class or 2 in a quarter class  

�  notifying the parent/guardian when a student is placed on automatic attendance probation.  This occurs 
when a student has had 3 absences in a quarter class, or 8 absences in a semester class 

�  notifying the parent/guardian when a student is placed on automatic attendance violation.  This occurs 
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when a student has had 5 absences in a quarter class or 10 absences in a semester class  
�  notifying the parent/guardian, and when appropriate, the states attorney general, when instances of 

truancy from school (unexcused absences) continue to be a problem 
�  notifying the parent/guardian after a students 5th unexcused tardy 
�  maintaining the attendance record for accountability purposes.  Teachers will keep a sign in/sign out 

book that includes date, student name, time in/out and destination. 
�  allowing the student to be monitored by his course teacher to meet specific criteria in order to remain in 

class 
 
Parent/Guardian Responsibility:  The parent/guardian is responsible for: 

�  notifying the school (476-6411 - Student Services) within two school days after the day of tardiness or 
absence, with an excuse for the studentÕs absence or tardiness 

�  notifying the school (476-4811 - Administrative Office) in advance, either in writing or via phone, for 
all early dismissals 
 

Student Responsibility:  The student is responsible for: 
�  attending and being punctual to all classes, ADVISORY and lunch. 
�  presenting dismissal notes to an administrator in the Main Office for their authorization and receiving a 

dismissal pass prior to leaving the building 
�  checking in with Student Services upon returning to school 
�  reporting to Student Services for an excused or unexcused tardy pass first block if late to school 
�  making arrangements with teachers to make up missed work within two days if the absence was excused 

 
 

ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY 
Students who drop below three (3) registered classes will be academically ineligible to continue in school, and 
will be dropped from all courses with loss of credit for the remainder of the marking period.   
 
Students may petition the administration in writing for a waiver of this policy if exceptional circumstances 
prohibit this requirement. 
 
To be eligible to participate in co-curricular activities, students must be enrolled in at least three (3) blocks of 
registered classes or pre- approved educational activities. 

 
 

APPEAL PROCESS 
Any student with an automatic academic violation, who does not meet the weekly course rubric criteria and is 
removed, may appeal to the principal to stay in class.  Unless a student is 18, a parent or guardian must attend 
the appeal. Once an appeal has been scheduled through the Assistant Principal, the student will remain in class 
until the appeal has been heard. 
 
 

DISCIPLINARY ABSENCES FROM SCHOOL 
Absence due to suspension is a disciplinary absence; there is no academic penalty for a disciplinary absence. 
However, while students may make up missed work without penalty, arrangements to do so must be made by 
the student with the teacher within two (2) days of returning to school. After that period has passed, no makeup 
is possible. 
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CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES & EXTRA-CURRICULAR ATHLETICS 
 
 
The Spaulding High School and Barre Technical Center Campus offers a wide variety of co-curricular activities 
and extra-curricular athletic opportunities. Students are encouraged to make every effort to involve themselves 
in the many worthwhile activities of our school. 
 

STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 
THE SENTINEL the school newspaper, published by our students 
OUR ECHO  the annual Spaulding yearbook, published by our students 
Kaleidoscope   The annual fine arts magazine, published by our students 
 

ORGANIZATIONS & CLUBS 
      Artist Trading Card 
 Balloonatics 
      Chess Club 

Christian Club **This is not a school sponsored club, but the club does meet on campus.**  
 Computer Club 
      Gardening Club 
 Gay/Straight Alliance Student Group 
 JROTC Teams - Rifle Team, Drill Team, Raider Challenge Team 
      Key Club Ð ÒWe donÕt make keys; we make a difference.Ó 
 Math Club 
      PHIT Club 
 Ping Pong Club 
 Poetry Club 
 Project Graduation 
 Rotary Interact  

SADD (Students Against Dangerous Decisions/VT Teen Leadership Safety Program) 
 SAFE (Spaulding's Action For the Environment) 
      ScholarsÕ Bowl 
 Scrapbooking Club 
      Spanish Club 
 Student Council/Class Officers 
 Ultimate Frisbee 
 Unified Special Olympics 
      Vermont Peace Academy 

Young Playwrights  
 

PERFORMING ARTS ACTIVITIES (some are linked to academic classes!) 
 

 Concert Band Chorus Concert Choir 
 Drama Club Jazz Band Marching Band  Flag Team 
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR ATHLETICS 
MISSION/PHILOSOPHY/PURPOSE 

The mission of the Spaulding High School interscholastic athletic program is to extend educational 
opportunities for students, promote personal development, foster teamwork, and teach important life skills.  
Athletic participation contributes to the physical, social, and emotional health of our students and promotes a 
sense of pride amongst our athletes, school and community.   
 
The purpose of the Spaulding High School interscholastic athletic program is to: 
 

¥ promote good sportsmanship and ethical conduct 
¥ provide a wide basis of participation in both team and individual sports 
¥ develop a competitive program by encouraging and nurturing student athletes in all sports and providing 

sufficient opportunity for student athletes to develop individual ability  
¥ encourage the development of school spirit among all team members and coaches 
¥ cultivate positive attitudes of pride, sportsmanship, and ethical behavior in student athletes, school, and 

community members 
¥ teach fundamental skills and techniques of each sport in a progressive sequence appropriate for all 

participants 
¥ develop and promote healthy relationships between athletic teams, the student body, faculty/staff, and 

community members 
¥ ensure that an individual studentÕs education consist of many learning opportunities and that athletic 

participation is but one part of that experience 
 
Spaulding High School offers the following seasonal athletic teams/activities: 
 
Fall     Winter      Spring 
JV/Varsity Football   Freshman/JV/Varsity GirlsÕ Basketball JV/Varsity Softball 
JV/Varsity BoysÕ Soccer  Freshman/JV/Varsity BoysÕ Basketball JV/Varsity Baseball 
JV/Varsity GirlsÕ Soccer  JV/Varsity Wrestling    JV/Varsity BoysÕ Lacrosse 
JV/Varsity Field Hockey  Varsity BoysÕ Ice Hockey   JV/Varsity GirlsÕ Lacrosse 
BoysÕ & GirlsÕ Cross Country Varsity GirlsÕ Ice Hockey   BoysÕ/GirlsÕ Track & Field 
Cheerleading    BoysÕ/GirlsÕ Indoor Track   BoysÕ/GirlsÕ Varsity Tennis 
     Cheerleading     BoysÕ/GirlsÕ Varsity Golf 
           
 

GUIDELINES – POLICIES - PROCEDURES 
Participation in interscholastic athletics at Spaulding High School is a privilege; a privilege that demands 
commitment, a strong work ethic, and a desire to compete at a high level.  Therefore, it is important that 
students, parents, and interested persons be aware of the following guidelines, policies and procedures.  
 
Academic Eligibility   Equipment    Program Commitment 
Academic Makeup Work  Harassment    Physical Examinations - Well Exams 
Attendance at Practices/Games Hazing     Process to Resolve Concerns 
Attendance at School   Health/Accident Insuranc  Substance Use 
Behavior & Conduct   Homeschool Students   Suspension from School 
Code of Conduct/Sportsmandship Injuries     Travel/Transportation 
Community Service   Inherent Risk    VPA Ejection Policy  
Communication with Coaches Parent Permission   VPA Eligibility 
ÒCutsÓ Ð Team Tryouts  Participation/Playing Time     
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ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY for DRAMA and ATHLETICS 
Every enrolled student must carry a minimum of THREE regular block classes or approved educational 
activities each marking period. 
 
Each student is required to maintain an overall average of ÒC-" (1.67 G.P.A.) and not fail a course during the 
previous marking period. 
 
Students who DO NOT fail any class AND maintain a GPA of 1.67 or higher on report cards are FULLY 
eligible to participate in ALL extra-curricular activities. 
 
Any student who fails a class (or classes) OR has a GPA below 1.67 at the end of a marking period will be 
notified by school personnel (a guidance counselor, the athletic/activities director, a principal, a teacher 
advisor).  Barring the presence of extenuating circumstances**, t he student will become INELIGIBLE to 
participate in ALL extra-curricular activities.  Should the STUDENT choose to continue with their activity, 
he/she MUST meet directly with the Athletic/Activities Director to be placed on ACADEMIC PROBATION Ð 
NO EXCEPTIONS (details below).  
    
** ÒExtenuating circumstancesÓ will be defined by the Principal (or designee), but typically will include a 
hardship on behalf of the student.  The Principal, or designee, will provide a final determination on a case by 
case basis. 
 
Students who receive an incomplete in any class will have two (2) weeks to make up work for the class(es) in 
order to maintain academic eligibility.  During this period of time, the student remains fully eligible to 
participate in activities.  If the incomplete results in a passing grade, and the studentÕs GPA is higher than 1.67, 
then full participation is permitted.  If the incomplete results in a failing grade, or GPA below 1.67, the student 
may be placed on academic probation.    
 

ACADEMIC PROBATION: 
¥ Continue (or begin) practicing/meeting with his/her team/group 
¥ NO participation in games/contests/competitions (may sit on bench at home games) 
¥ NO traveling with team or group to away events 
¥ MUST complete weekly progress review sheets and submit with teacher signatures to 

athletic/activities director 
 
Individual grades will be reviewed by the athletic/activities director at the FIRST progress report of 
the next marking period. The grade review will result in one of the following: 

   
o If the student is passing all classes AND has a GPA of 1.67, or higher, then they will be 

reinstated to full participation. 
o If the student is failing a class (or classes) OR has a GPA below 1.67, then they will be 

declared ineligible for the remainder of the marking period.   
 
Fall sport/activity eligibility for sophomores, juniors, and seniors will be determined by fourth marking period 
grades from the previous school year.  Any sophomore, junior, or senior who is not eligible for fall 
sports/activities may choose to be placed on academic probation (see above).  The fall academic probation 
review will take place at the FIRST progress report of the first making period (mid-September).  ALL incoming 
freshmen are eligible for  fall activities/athletics.    
 
Any student who is ineligible following second quarter grades (and for whom academic probation does not 
apply at the time) may try out for spring sports and activities IF they can provide evidence to the 
athletic/activites director, that they are carrying at least a 1.67 G.P.A. at the start of the spring practice period in 
March.  Determination of final spring eligibility will be made at the time 3rd quarter report cards are issued. 
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All transfer students who meet the eligibility requirements of their previous school during the most recent 
marking period are eligible for school activities until they receive their first Spaulding report card, at which time 
they become subject to SpauldingÕs eligibility standards. 
 
Note:  Eligibility can only be GAINED at the first progress report of each quarter IF a student is on academic 
probation.  Eligibility CANNOT be lost based upon progress reports IF a student is not on academic probation. 
 

ACADEMIC MAKEUP WORK 
Students who miss class as a result of extra-curricular activities/contests are expected to see teachers before an 
event to get assignments and make up academic work as soon as possible. This may include before or after 
school sessions. Participants (and coaches/advisors) should understand that practice is not an acceptable excuse 
for failing to complete make-up-work or for failing to attend after-school help sessions. 
 

ATTENDANCE at PRACTICES and GAMES 
Student athletes are expected to attend ALL practices and games.  The coach and/or athletic director may act 
upon individual situations.  Student athletes with more than three (3) unexcused absences from practices/games 
during the season will be removed from the team.  An unexcused absence from practice the day before a game 
will prevent the athlete from playing in that game.  Unexcused absences will be determined by the coach, 
athletic director, and/or administration. 
 

ATTENDANCE at SCHOOL 
Student athletes are expected to arrive on time to school (8:15 AM) and attend all classes the day of and the day  
after a contest and activities.  This includes being present on Friday before a Saturday contest. 
 
Exceptions are limited to medical or court appointments, family emergency situations, religious holidays, death  
of a family member or friend, college visitations, or school sponsored field trips.  Further exceptions may be  
made in advance by an administrator. 
 
A student athlete who is absent for any part of the school day because of truancy (ÒskippingÓ) will be ineligible  
for that dayÕs activities. 
 
If a violation becomes known at a later date, an appropriate consequence/penalty will be exercised. 
 

BEHAVIOR & CONDUCT 
Student athletes shall represent Spaulding High School in a responsible and appropriate  
manner at all times. Examples of inappropriate behavior and/or conduct include, but are not limited to,  
inappropriate language and/or appearance, derogatory remarks to an official, coach, or teammate, or  
any acts that are (perceived by the coach or administration) detrimental to the best interest of the team or school.   
A student may face disciplinary action, which could include suspension or dismissal from the team/group based  
upon the severity of the offense. 
 
School citizenship and personal conduct while representing the school are also important factors in determining  
eligibility.  When it is decided that it is in the best interest of either the student or school, the administration will 
declare him/her ineligible to participate in extra-curricular activities. 
 
 

CODE OF CONDUCT - Sportsmanship 
The essential elements of character-building and ethics in sports are embodied in the concept of sportsmanship  
and six core principles:  trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and good citizenship.  The 
highest potential of sports is achieved when competition reflects these six pillars of character. 
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A student athlete will: 
¥ be a positive role model and encourage sportsmanship by showing respect and courtesy, and by 

demonstrating positive support for all players, coaches, officials and spectators at every game, practice, 
or other sporting event 

¥ not engage in any kind of unsportsmanlike conduct (taunting, refusing to shake hands, using profane 
language or gestures) with any official, coach, player, or parent 

¥ respect the officials and their authority during games 
¥ inform the coach of any physical disability or ailment that may affect their health, safety, or the safety of 

others 
¥ play by the rules and resolve conflicts without resorting to hostility or violence 
¥ treat other players, coaches, officials, and spectators with respect regardless of race, creed, color, sex or 

sexual orientation 
¥ understand that doing oneÕs best is important regardless of the outcome 
¥ agree that if they fail to abide by rules/guidelines of the Spaulding/Barre Tech Center athletic program 

they will be subject to disciplinary action 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Student athletes will perform one (1) hour of community service with their teammates, under the direction of  
their coach, for each season they play. 

 
COMMUNICATION WITH COACHES 

Certain topics can, and should, be discussed with your childÕs coach.  Other topics; however, must be left to the 
 discretion of the coach.  The following examples are offered only as a guide: 
 
Communication from coach to parents/guardians: 

¥ Coaching philosophy; 
¥ Expectations the coach has for your child, and for the team; 
¥ Locations and times of practices and contests; 
¥ Team requirements (i.e. practices, special equipment, out of season conditioning); 
¥ Proper behavior by athletes on bus trips; estimated time of return; 
¥ Procedures to follow should your child be injured during participation; 
¥ Disciplinary action that may result in the denial of your childÕs participation. 

 
Appropriate topics for parents/guardians to discuss with a coach: 

¥ Treatment of your child; 
¥ Advance notification of any schedule conflicts; 
¥ Your childÕs behavior. 

 
Inappropriate topics for parents/guardians to discuss with a coach: 

¥ Playing time; 
¥ Play calling. 

 
“CUTS” - TEAM TRYOUTS 

In some athletic activities it may be necessary to reduce (ÒcutÓ) the number of participants to a manageable size;  
particularly when safety, fiscal resources, equipment, facilities, and coaching personnel are considered. 
It is the responsibility of the coach/advisor (in consultation with the athletic director) to make decisions about  
what the final number of participants will be in that activity. 
 

EQUIPMENT 
All issued equipment and uniforms belong to the school. Each student athlete is responsible for any equipment 
and uniforms assigned to him/her.  Individuals will be assessed replacement costs for abnormally damaged or  
missing equipment and uniforms.  
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Each student athlete WILL return or pay for any equipment issued by the school. Failure to do so will prohibit 
further participation in athletics. 
 

HARASSMENT 
Please refer to the Spaulding student/parent handbookÕs index for information about the harassment policy. 

 
 

HAZING 
Please refer to the Spaulding student/parent handbookÕs index for information about the hazing policy. 

 
HEALTH/ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

All student athletes must have health and accident insurance coverage as a condition of participation.  An 
individual may not participate in an activity until proof of coverage has been submitted to the athletic 
department. 
 

ÒNo student may participate in any VPA-sanctioned activity without providing evidence to the 
studentÕs school administration or designee prior to participation in an activity showing that the 
participant is covered under some private or public health insurance program for the medical care 
for injuries that may be suffered on account of participation in an activity.Ó  (Vermont PrincipalsÕ 
Association Policies, Article 4:  RULES FOR ORGANIZED GIRLS AND BOYS SPORTS: 
Section 1. General Rules.) 

 
HOMESCHOOL STUDENTS – VPA Eligibility Standards 

A home study student who wishes to participate in a Spaulding High School co-curricular or athletic program  
shall be an eligible student under this section if: 
 
(1) The participating student is enrolled in a home-study program in compliance with Title 16, Section 166. 
  
(2) The participating student has a legal residence in the school district or is a legal resident of a district that  
does not maintain a school and pays tuition on behalf of its students. 
 
(3) Participation in a schoolÕs co-curricular or athletic activities program shall not commence until a copy of the  
Vermont State Department of Education Enrollment Letter is presented to the principal by the parent or  
guardian. 
 
(4) The participating studentÕs academic program, as referenced in the Vermont State Department of Education  
Letter of Enrollment, will be reviewed by the studentÕs parent or guardian at appropriate intervals as locally  
determined and consistent for all students to determine academic progress. This review and determination must  
be certified in writing from the parent/guardian to the principal. 
 
(5) Prior to the start of a sport season or fine arts and performance activities in which a home study student  
wishes to participate, the parent or guardian and student must notify the principal in writing that he/she wishes  
to participate in a schoolÕs co-curricular or athletic activities program. Failure to provide a timely notification  
will not disqualify the student from participating, but may result in some delays in participation. 
 
(6) The student may participate in co-curricular or athletic activities sponsored by Spaulding High School  
provided the student complies with the same physical examination, insurance, age, and any other requirements  
for participation as required of all students.  
 
(7) The home study student must adhere to the same standards of behavior, responsibilities and performance as  
other participants of the team. 
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(8) Eligibility issues on all matters other than academic progress may be appealed in accordance with the  
bylaws of the Vermont PrincipalsÕ Association. 
 
(9) Consistent with law governing all student athletes, participation in co-curricular or athletci activities  
programs is a privilege, not a right and nothing in these eligibility standards to confer a right on any individual  
to participate in co-curricular or athletic activities.  
 

INHERENT RISK 
Involvement in athletics is voluntary and optional, and carries with it certain risks that must be accepted by 
students and their families.  
 
Injuries can, and probably will, occur during practices, games, and interacting with fellow student athletes.  All 
costs associated with medical care, emergency medical transportation, medication, rehabilitation or therapeutic 
treatment must be paid through the student athleteÕs health and accident insurance carrier.  The Spaulding High 
School/Barre Technical Center will not accept responsibility for any payment, co-payment, deductible or related 
expenses. 
 

INJURIES 
All student athletes who participate in athletics at Spaulding High School are expected to immediately report all 
injuries and any medical issues to their coach and/or the Athletic Trainer. 
 
Any student athlete incapable of participation has the obligation to report this information to his/her coach, and 
has the right to decline participation when he/she feels incapable of doing so.   
 
All student athletes are expected to comply with recommendations of their coach, trainer, and/or physician 
regarding following and/or seeking medical advice, diagnosis, rehabilitation, therapeutic care or treatment. 
 
Following an injury, a student athlete may be required to receive medical clearance from a physician in order to 
resume active participation with his/her team. 

 
PARENT PERMISSION 

Student athletes MUST submit a signed parent permission form prior to participation.  Athletes will not be  
permitted to participate in an activity until the form is completed and turned in to athletic department staff. 

 
PARTICIPATION/PLAYING TIME 

Playing time is determined by the coach of each team.  At the varsity level, some student athletes will play more  
than others based upon individual ability, attitude, and the team situation.  At the sub-varsity level, it is expected  
that team members will see action in each contest.  As long as they fulfill their team responsibilites and  
expectations, playing time for individual athletes at the sub-varsity level will be more nearly equal over the  
length of the season  

 
PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS – “WELL EXAMS” 

Student athletes MUST have a yearly WELL EXAM.  Proof of this exam must be provided to athletic  
department staff prior to participation.  NO EXCEPTIONS. (http://healthvermont.gov/local/school/index.aspx) 

 
PROCESS to RESOLVE CONCERNS 

(Includes all Co-curricular and Athletic Activities) 
The following process is to be utilized to address and resolve concerns, misunderstandings, and/or issues. 

 
Step #1 Students (athletes and participants in co-curricular programs) will address and share concerns with 
coach/es (or advisor/s) and attempt to resolve them. 
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Parent/s and supporters are expected to permit the student and coach/es (or advisor/s) to resolve their concerns 
first before becoming involved. 
 
Step #2  If step #1 results in an unsatisfactory outcome, student and parent/s should address and share concerns 
with coach/es (or advisor/s) and attempt to resolve them. 
 
Step #3  If step #2 results in an unsatisfactory outcome, student (and optionally, parent/s) or the coach/advisor 
should address and share concerns with the Athletic Director and attempt to resolve them. 
 
Step #4  Finally, if step #3 results in an unsatisfactory outcome, student (and optionally, parent/s) or the 
coach/advisor should share concerns with an administrator and attempt to resolve them. 
 

SUBSTANCE USE 
The use of alcohol, tobacco, and illegal drugs has a negative effect on an individualÕs ability to perform at 
his/her full potential.  Student athletes will demonstrate a commitment to themselves, their team, their 
classmates, and their school by remaining free of these substances during their activities. 
 
If a student athlete is proven to have been in possession of, or used drugs, alcohol or tobacco products, the 
following terms and conditions will be initiated: 
 
Week 1 (the first SEVEN days):  The student athlete will not be allowed to participate with his/her team at all.  
(No practices/games/meetings, etc.) 
 
Week 2 (days EIGHT to FOURTEEN):  The student athlete is permitted to practice, but not participate in any 
games.  (Must accompany team to games and be present with the team, but may not participate.) 
***W ithin the first two weeks of a student athleteÕs suspension from athletic activities, the individual  must have 
met with a school approved substance abuse counselor, and provide the schoolÕs administration (Athletic 
Director and an administrator) with documentation of this meeting.***  
 
Week 3 (day FIFTEEN & beyond):  If satisfactory progress has been made in relation to the substance abuse 
counseling and any stipulations set by the Athletic Director, or an administrator, the student is eligible to return 
to full participation. 
 
The student athlete must provide weekly documentation of fulfillment of any requirements established by the 
substance abuse counselor.  Failure to provide documentation will result in immediate dismissal from the team. 
 
The student athlete must complete all treatment requirements in order to be eligible for the next athletic season. 
 
Any individual student athlete who committs a second offense or failures to complete ANY requirements will 
be subject to a one full calendar year suspension from athletic participation. 

 
SUSPENSION FROM SCHOOL 

A student suspended from school is not permitted to attend meetings, practices and/or games on the days of  
the suspension.   
A suspension that overlaps a weekend and/or vacation period, will prevent the student from athletic  
participation on Saturday/Sunday (weekend), and/or during the vacation days. 
 

TRAVEL/TRANSPORTATION (to & from events) 
All participants MUST travel to and from games in school provided transportation.  Student athletes  
may travel home with parents/guardians provided prior written approval has been received by the  
coach from the Athletic Director or a principal.  Students may not travel in vehicles driven by other students. 
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VPA EJECTION POLICY 

Any student ejected for unsportsmanlike conduct or a flagrant foul shall be suspended from the next two  
contests, (with the exception of football, skiing and gymnastics, for which the suspension shall be one contest)  
in the sport from which the student was ejected. If the ejection occurs in the last contest of the season, the  
student shall be ineligible for the same period of time in the next sport in which the student participates. If the  
ejection occurs in the last contest of the student's last sport season, the school shall take appropriate disciplinary  
action to impose a sanction proportionate to the penalties imposed by these rules, and shall report that discipline  
to the VPA. The suspended student may not be in uniform. A student who is ejected a second time shall be  
suspended for the remainder of the season in that sport. 
 
Any member of a team who intentionally strikes, shoves, kicks, or makes other aggressive physical contact with  
an official before, during, or after an interscholastic contest, shall be disqualified immediately and may be  
ineligible to participate in all sports for up to one full calendar year. A student who is disqualified under this  
provision shall not play in any contest, pending a hearing before the Activities Standards Committee. The  
Activities Standards Committee shall determine the length of the suspension, giving due consideration to all  
relevant factors, including the seriousness of the offense. NOTE: Member of the team includes player, manager,  
score keepers, timers, and statisticians. 
 
Judgment calls by officials ordering ejection shall be final. The only grounds for appeal from suspension under  
this section shall be that the ejection was caused by gross misconduct by the official, or that the official has filed  
a written report stating that the ejection was clearly erroneous. Unless a stay of the suspension is granted by the  
Executive Director in his sole discretion, the suspension shall be immediately effective. It is the responsibility  
of the local school to ensure this regulation is enforced. When a suspended student or coach is allowed to  
participate, forfeiture of the contest is mandatory. This regulation shall apply to all regular season and  
tournament contests. 

 
VPA ELIGIBILITY 

Please visit the Vermont PrincipalsÕ Association web site at www.vpaonline.org or contact the Spaulding  
Athletic Department at 476-6334 for detailed information about all VPA eligibility requirements for students. 
 
From VPA Bylaws Section 3. Eligibility Limitations and Amateur Status  
 
A.  Contestants or participants must be enrolled in their school and must meet the school's prescribed academic 

and eligibility rules. Students may only compete on school teams sponsored by their own school during 
the season, and may only compete for the one school in which he or she is officially enrolled. Students 
may participate in meets as individuals but may not participate as a member of another team. 

B. In a sports season players who have participated in competition as a member of a school group shall not 
compete as members of a non-school organized group in the same sport. Violation of this rule will be 
handled as follow: 
1. For the first infraction, a warning to students will be given that the choice of participation on one or 
the other group must be followed. 

  2. For the second infraction, students will be dropped from the school group. 
C. Transfer students are eligible at once provided they were bona fide students in good standing in the school 

from which they transferred according to the definition in Item A above and there is a bona fide change 
is residence. If the transfer is the result of any coercion, recruiting or inducement to move in order to 
participate in interscholastic activities, students will be ineligible for a period of 365 calendar days from 
the date of the infraction. 

  If there is no bona fide change in residency, students are eligible to participate immediately up to the 
first play date of that sports season. If a students transfers, and does not change residence, after the first 
play date of that sports season, the student must wait 20 calendar days after the transfer to be eligible, 
and must participate in at least 60% of the season competitions (at the new school) to be eligible for post 
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season competition. 
  If there is no bona fide change in residency, a student who transfers twice or more during a 365 day 

period will not be eligible at the new school(s) after his or her subsequent transfers until one calendar 
year after the date of the first transfer. 

  The VPA may grant a waiver of the 20 calendar day waiting period or the 60% eligibility requirement or 
the 365 calendar day waiting period for multiple transfers upon request by the school if the school 
establishes that the transfer was made for reasons not related to activities. 

  The principal of any receiving school shall check carefully to determine the reasons for the transfer. 
Reports of suspected violations of transfer studentsÕ eligibility rules must be made to the VPA 
immediately. 

D. A school shall be deemed in violation of the rule against recruitment for directly or indirectly supporting or 
sanctioning recruitment if a representative or agent of the school, or any individual or group associated 
with the athletic programs of that school, approaches a student athlete in another school, apart from a 
publicized meeting for all prospective students in that school, and directly or indirectly attempts to 
persuade or induce a student athlete to enroll in his/her school. A school may also violate this rule by 
failing to take adequate steps to control recruitment by third parties. 

E. A student who competes in any VPA sanctioned activity must be under nineteen (19) years of age, except 
that a student whose nineteenth (19th) birthday occurs on or after August 1 is eligible for all activities in 
the ensuing school year. Students who have attained the age of nineteen (19) prior to August 1 shall be 
ineligible for all VPA sanctioned activities. 

F. Students are ineligible if they have graduated from any course of study in a secondary school comparable to 
the Vermont system. The initial determination of whether the secondary school is comparable shall be 
made by the school's principal. If there is a question concerning the eligibility of a student under this 
rule, the Executive Director may review the principal's determination. Determining whether a secondary 
school is comparable, the principal, Executive Director, Activity Standards Committee and the Board of 
Appeals shall give consideration to the normal number of years of the primary and secondary school 
program; the length of the school day and year; the curriculum; whether graduation makes the student 
eligible for post secondary education; and any other relevant information. If the total length of the 
normal primary and secondary program for the school system in question is less than twelve years, then 
the secondary school may be deemed less than comparable. Waivers of this eligibility rule may also be 
granted in accordance with these bylaws. 

G. Students have four (4) consecutive years or eight (8) consecutive semesters of eligibility for participation in 
school activities. Attendance of thirty (30) school days of any semester shall be regarded as a semester. 
Attendance is defined as being included in the official roll and attendance records of the school and not 
physical presence in the class. A student that is enrolled for his/her eighth and final semester of 
eligibility, during the fall-winter term, may complete the winter sports season as long as he/she is an 
eligible student and has not graduated. 

H. No student may participate in the same sport for more than four seasons. 
I. Students are ineligible if they have lost their amateur standing, i.e., they have accepted remuneration, gifts or 

donations directly or indirectly for participation in an athletic contest, or they have participated under an 
assumed name, or they have competed on a team some player of which was paid for his participation, or 
they have entered into a playing contract with a professional club or agent. Reference to "gifts or 
donations" is not intended to preclude the acceptance of playing apparel and equipment that is presented 
by the sponsoring organization. 

J. Amateur Status Rulings and Comments: 
1. Students who lose amateur status in one sport do not lose it in other sports. 

  2. Students will lose their amateur status in the sport involved if they accept any money whether for 
participation or as a prize for being outstanding players. 

  3. Students who become members of a ski patrol will not jeopardize their amateur standing. 
  4. Amateurs or a team of amateurs may participate against a team of professionals. Amateurs may not 

participate on a professional team, or on a team where members of the team are receiving remuneration 
for their athletic services. 
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  5. High School students should be advised to exercise great caution in participating in any athletic 
activity where there are cash prizes. Youngsters should be extremely careful in participating in adult 
bowling leagues where there are cash prizes. These rulings are made with two thoughts in mind: 

  (a) Maintaining an amateur status while participating in interscholastic activities. 
(b) Protecting future athletic eligibility for activities after completion of high school. 

K. All-Star Contests 
1. For purposes of this policy, an All-Star contest is defined to be one in which the participants are 
selected based upon their performance as a member of VPA sanctioned school athletic activity. This 
definition does not include Babe Ruth, American Legion, summer soccer or basketball, CYO or 
DeMolay Activities, etc. 

  2. The VPA does not sanction or approve of All-Star contests. Students who participate in an All-Star 
contest will lose their VPA eligibility to participate in that same sport at their high school for the 
succeeding season. The only exception to this policy is when the All-Star contest is directly related to 
the activities of the U.S. Olympic Committee. 

L. Students who, during the regular school day, attend specialized schools or programs where the primary 
purpose of this instruction or program is to enhance skills in specific sports and/or activities, during the 
time of established VPA seasons in that particular activity, will not be permitted to participate with their 
home school in that activity. 

M. Students who have matriculated in a post-secondary academic program that grants degrees, certificates or 
diplomas shall be ineligible. 
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REGULAR DAY BELL SCHEDULE 

 

7:35 – 8:10 Morning Block 
8:15 – 9:39 Block 1 
 or 8:15 – 8:55 Block 1A   
  8:59 – 9:39 Block 1B 
9:44 – 9:54 Advisory 
9:59 - 11:23 Block 2 
11:28 – 1:16 Block 3 
 Lunch 1 – 11:28-11:55 
 Lunch 2 – 11:55-12:22  
 Lunch 3 – 12:22-12:49  
 Lunch 4 – 12:49-1:16 
1:21 – 2:45 Block 4 
2:45 – 3:05 Afternoon Block - ÒExtra help, extra attention, extra access, extracurricular clubsÓ 
3:15  Extracurricular activities & practices may begin 
 
 

LATE START BELL SCHEDULE 
Utilized on days when school is delayed due to weather or other conditions. 

Morning Block and Advisory Block will not meet on late start days. 

 
9:30 – 9:40  Building Opens 
9:45 – 10:51 Block 1 
 or 9:45 – 10:16 Block 1A 
  10:20 – 10:51 Block 1B 
10:56 – 12:02 Block 2 
12:07 – 1:34 Block 3 

Lunch 1 –12:07-12:29 Lunch 2 – 12:29-12:51 
 Lunch 3 –12:51-1:13  Lunch 4 – 1:13-1:34 
1:39 – 2:45 Block 4 
2:45 – 3:05 Afternoon Block 
3:15  Extracurricular activities & practices may begin 
 

ADVISORY/ACTIVITY BELL SCHEDULE 
Utilized for special events and assemblies 

 
7:35 – 8:10 Morning Block 
8:15 – 9:25 Block 1 
 or 8:15 – 8:48 Block 1A 
  8:52 – 9:25 Block 1B 
9:30 – 10:40 Block 2 
10:45 – 12:20 Block 3 
  1st Lunch –10:45-11:09 2nd Lunch – 11:09-11:33 
  3rd Lunch – 11:33-11:57 4th Lunch – 11:57-12:20 
12:25 – 1:35 Block 4 
1:40 – 2:45 Advisory/Activity Block 
2:45 – 3:05 Afternoon Block 
3:15  Extracurricular activities & practices may begin 
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(Insert Calendar -  Provided separately ) 

 


